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Claims 

5 1 - A process for producing a high-viscosity 

carboxymethyl cellulose or an alkali salt thereof, which 
comprises 

adding monochloroacetic acid or a salt thereof to 
a carboxymethyl cellulose or an alkali salt thereof being 
10 in a wetting condition with an organic solvent or water, 
wherein the amount of the monochloroacetic acid or the salt 
thereof corresponds to 0.1 to 3% of the carboxymethyl 
cellulose or the alkali salt thereof, and 

drying the resulting mixture by heating. 
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